
bookbluethe

Essential 
  knowledge

for the Waste Industry

OUTNOW!

Australian Waste Industry
2007/08 Industry and Market Report



106     The Blue Book – Australian Waste Industry   
 

Geographical Service Coverage by Companies

CHAPTER 

10 Table 8-13B

MUNICIPAL AND C&I CONSOLIDATION & TRANSFER 

Geographical Spread of Operations

 

QLD NSW 
ACT 

VIC 
TAS 

SA 
WA 

NT

Citywide Service Solutions 
 

 
 

✔ 
 

 
 

 

Cleary Bros. 

 
✔ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Integrated Waste Services 
 

 
 

 
 

✔ 
 

 

Newham Waste Industries 
 

✔ 
 

 
 

 
 

 

OneSteel 

✔ 
✔ 

 
✔ 

✔ 
✔ 

✔ 
 

Remondis 

 
✔ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SA Waste Management 

 
 

 
 

 
✔ 

 
 

SITA Environmental Solutions 
✔ 

✔ 
✔ 

✔ 
 

✔ 
✔ 

 

Solo Resource Recovery 
✔ 

✔ 
 

✔ 
 

✔ 
 

 

Transpacifi c Cleanaway 

✔ 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

✔ 
✔ 

Thiess Services 

✔ 
 

✔ 
✔ 

 
 

 
 

URM 

 
✔ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Veolia Environmental Services 
✔ 

✔ 
 

 
✔ 

✔ 
✔ 

 

Visy Recycling 

✔ 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

✔ 
 

Western Region Recyclers 
 

 
 

 
 

✔ 
 

 

WSN Environmental Solutions 
 

✔

Table 8-13C

MUNICIPAL AND C&I RECYCLATE SORTING 

Geographical Spread of Operations

 

QLD NSW 
ACT 

VIC 
TAS 

SA 
WA 

NT

Adelaide Waste & Recycling Centre  
 

 
 

 
✔ 

 
 

Advanced Plastic Recycling 
 

 
 

 
 

✔ 
 

 

Amcor 

✔ 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

✔ 
 

Australian Native Landscapes 
 

✔ 
 

✔ 
 

 
 

 

Citywide Service Solutions 
 

 
 

✔ 
 

 
 

 

Donmar Industries 

 
✔ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Green Recycling 

 
 

 
 

 
 

✔ 
 

J.J. R
ichards 

✔ 
 

 
✔ 

 
 

 
 

Kimbriki Recycle & Waste Disposal  
✔ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

National Plastics 

✔ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

OneSteel 

✔ 
✔ 

 
✔ 

✔ 
✔ 

✔ 
 

Remondis 

 
✔ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SA Waste Management 

 
 

 
 

 
✔ 

 
 

SITA Environmental Solutions 
✔ 

✔ 
✔ 

✔ 
 

✔ 
✔ 

 

SMS 

 
✔ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Solo Resource Recovery 
✔ 

✔ 
 

✔ 
 

✔ 
 

 

Thiess Services 

✔ 
✔ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Transpacifi c Cleanaway 

✔ 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
 

✔ 
 

URM 

 
✔ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Veolia Environmental Services 
✔ 

 
 

 
✔ 

✔ 
 

 

Vincent Industries 

 
 

 
 

✔ 
 

 
 

Visy Recycling 

✔ 
✔ 

 
✔ 

 
✔ 

✔ 
✔ 

WSN Environmental Solutions 
 

✔
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Industry Dynamics and Future Value

CHAPTER 

7
Table 7-5 Estimated Market Value – Australia – 2015 ($million)

 

NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS ACT NT AUST 

Collection & Transport: 
  

  
  

 
 

 

 - Municipal 

335 247 257 61 98 29 22 11 1,059 

- C&I 

211 116 52 37 71 7 8 3 506 

- C&D 

155 119 48 37 52 4 8 3 425 

- Transfer & Consolidate 
18 15 17 4 8 1 2 1 65 

            
            

  Total Transport 719 496 374 139 228 42 40 18 2,055 

Processing & Resource Recovery:        
 

 
 

- Mixed Waste 

102 29 44 4 29 - 10 - 219 

- Composting 

219 155 162 26 47 11 3 3 626 

- Shred & Mulch Organics 
31 38 31 53 36 3 18 2 212 

- C&D Sorting 

441 424 82 143 10 9 31 7 1,156 

- MRF Recyclables Sorting 
309 248 78 76 81 11 16 5 824 

            
           T

otal Processing 1,102 894 398 302 212 34 78 16 3,038 

Landfi ll Disposal 

383 195 230 43 120 28 10 13 1,022 

Total Value 

2,204 1,585 1,002 485 560 104 128 47 6,115 

Total Waste Levies (excl from above) 135 30 - 14 14 - 
- 

- 193 

At Chapter 5, it was estimated that the value of waste management activities to the economy 

was in the order of $5.1 billion inclusive of waste levies. Data at Table 7-5 indicates that this 

might increase some 24% (at 2007 prices) in the eight years from 2007 to 2015 to a total 

of some $6.3 billion, inclusive of waste levies, representing a growth rate of about 2.9% per 

annum uninfl ated.

If a notional infl ation forecast is applied for the eight years, then the monetary value of the 

market in 2015 might be in the order of $8.0 billion. This would appear to be slower than the 

annual growth rate indicated between 2001 and 2007.

The relative increases in value add for each of the main activity areas is summarised at Table 

7-6.

Table 7-6 Increase Value Add 2008 to 2015 – Australia

Activity 

Value 
Value 

Change

 

2007 
2015 

(p.a.)

 

($mill) 
($mill) 

 

Collection & Transport 
1,643 

2,055 
+3% 

Processing & Resource Recovery 
1,702 

3,038 
+10% 

Landfi ll Disposal (incl. levies) 
1,753 

1,022 
-4% 

Total 

5,098 
6,308 

+3% 

The relative increases for each of the main activities in each of the jurisdictions is presented at 

Table 7-7, highlighting where strong demand can be expected for investment and resources.

Table 7-7 Increase Value Add 2008 to 2015 – by Jurisdiction ($mill)

 

NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS ACT NT AUST 

Collection & Transport: 
155  61  105  19  50  -0  10  2  402   

Processing & Resource Recovery: 490  332  244  98  109  27  34  9  1,343   

Landfi ll Disposal 

-142  -132  -9  -27  -94  -11  -10  -2  -426  

Total Value (excl. levies) 
503  261  340  90  66  16  34  8  1,318  
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CHAPTER 4

The absolute amount of waste generated by business and domestic sectors is correlated with 

population increase and economic conditions: increased consumption by and large results in 

higher waste generation. Governments and environmentalists seek to break the connection by 

persuasion and by legislation to encourage (or compel) production techniques that result in 

less waste generation.
4.2.2     Collection and Transport

Waste and recyclate collection and transport is now largely accomplished using mechanised 

handling equipment mounted on high capacity road trucks. Manual handling remains a 

requirement in some dense inner-city areas and is still used in some small towns. The 

collection and transport sector is characterised by a highly competitive climate, moderate 

barriers to entry and low margins on operations.

Local and regional government bodies act on behalf of communities to organise waste and 

recyclate management from residential areas. More than 10 million tonnes of municipal waste 

and recyclate are collected and transported each year in Australia at a cost of about $82 per 

tonne. Key issues from the perspective of collection contractor and client are cost-effective 

collection and transport, orderly set-out of recyclate and mixed residual waste, minimal 

contamination of recyclate and clean disposal of mixed residual waste.

Commercial arrangements for the municipal sector are typically characterised by highly 

structured public sector contracts:
Five to seven year duration;

• 

Separate contract arrangements for waste and recyclate materials;

• 

Variations for changing circumstances over the contract period.

• 

 Industry Structure – Waste Management and Resource Recovery

WASTE GENERATION
Government, industry and 

the community at large as 

consumers of goods and 

generators of wastes and 

recoverable resources.

COLLECTION & TRANSPORTPublic and private 
sector waste transport 

service providers.MATERIAL SORTINGPublic and private sector MRF operators
CONSOLIDATION & TRANSFER

Public and private sector 
operators of transfer 

stations and materials 
recovery facilities.

DISPOSAL
Public and private sector 

waste service operators 

of disposal facilities eg. 
landfi ll, incineration.

MATERIAL PROCESSING
Private sector operators 
of resource processing 
facilities, eg. compost, 

waste to energy, plastics 
reformulating.

MANUFACTURE
Private sector production 

of consumer goods using 
virgin and recovered resources.

Figure 4.1
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CHAPTER 

11
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This services guide was extracted from the 2007 WME magazine Consultants Directory. No responsibility is accepted for accuracy. While the guidelines provided to consultants by WME stated that only 
demonstrable experience should be recorded, the information was provided solely by the consultant and does not represent the opinion or recommendation of WME Media Pty Limited.

360 Environmental •           • • • 10-49 WA (08) 9321 0420 www.360environmental.com.au
Aargus  • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 50-200 National 1300 137038 www.aargus.net
Acor Consultants  •   • •   • •    • • 1-9 NSW Qld (02) 9438 5098 www.acor.com.au
Adaptation Environmental Support        •       1-9 NSW (02) 9211 7488 www.adaptation.net.au
Alphabet Consulting Pty Ltd •  •    • •       1-9 Vic (03) 9812 6664 www.alphabetconsulting.com.au
ALS Laboratory Group              • 200+ National (07) 3243 7222 www.alsglobal.com
Anembo Consultants      •        • 10-49 Qld (07) 5437 0000 www.anembo.com
APC Environmental Management • • • •  • • •       1-9 NSW Qld WA (02) 9907 0994 www.aprince.com.au
Aquaterra             •  50-200 SA WA (08) 9368 4044 www.aquaterra.com.au
Archer Environmental Services    •    • •      1-9 SA 0411 158 528 www.archerenviro.com.au
Aria Sustainability        •       1-9 Qld (07) 5533 0355 www.ariasustainability.com.au
Aromatrix Australia            •    1-9 Qld (07) 3277 1190 www.aromatrix.com
ARUP •       •       10-49 National (02) 9320 9320 www.arup.com.au
Atma Environmental              • 1-9 Vic (03) 9429 6955 www.atmaenvironmental.com
ATMOS Australia - 
Atmospheric Modelling and Air Quality Consultants          • •    10-49 National 0408 943679 www.atmos.net.au
Atmospheric Solutions          • •    1-9 WA 0438 336 913 www.atmosphericsolutions.com.au
ATP Environmental              • 1-9 QLD (07) 5446 5707 www.atpenvironmental.com.au
AWN (Air Water Noise) Consultants •          •    10-49 Qld Vic (03) 9758 7299 www.awn.com.au
Barnson  •           • • • 10-49 NSW (02) 6884 2944 www.barnson.com.au
Beca              •  10-49 National (03) 9272 1400 www.beca.com
Bechtel Services Australia •    • •  • • •  • • • 10-49 NSW Qld (07) 4976 6666 www.bechtel.com
Belleng VDM          • •  • • 50-200 Qld WA 07 5510 3655 www.bellengvdm.com.au
Benbow Environmental • •   •   • • • •  • • 10-49 NSW (02) 9890 5099 www.benbowenviro.com.au
Biolink             • • 1-9 NSW (02) 6672 6966 www.biolink.com.au
Biospot    •  • • •   •    1-9 NSW 0409 674 583 www.biospot.com.au
Bioway Technologies Australia           •    1-9 NSW (02) 9743 2807 www.bioway.com
Bligh Tanner             •  10-49 Qld 07 3251 8555 www.blightanner.com.au
Blue Environment Pty Ltd •  • • • • • •       1-9 Vic (03) 9880 7080 -
Bob James Horticulture •      •  •  •   • 1-9 Qld (07) 3349 1738 -
Booth Associates    •   • •    • • • 1-9 NSW (02) 6964 9911 boothassociates.com.au
BTEQ Pty Ltd             • • 1-9 Qld (07) 3382 0880 www.bteq.com.au
C4ES     •   • •       1-9 NSW SA (02) 4572 2265 www.c4es.com.au
Cardno    •    •    • • • 200+ National 1300 782 171 www.cardno.com
Centre for Environmental Training •  • • • • • •    • • • 10-49 NSW (02) 4954 4997 www.environmentaltraining.com.au
Centre for Green Chemistry - Monash University    •    •       50-200 Vic (03) 9905 4547 www.chem.monash.edu.au/green-chem
Centre for Sustainable Arid Towns •  • • •   •       1-9 NT (08) 8952 6066 www.csat.com.au
Cetec     •      •  • • 10-49 NSW Qld Vic (03) 9544 9111 www.cetec-foray.com.au
CH2M Hill • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 50-200 National (02) 9950 0200 www.ch2m.com
Chrysalis Landscape Consultants       •        1-9 Qld (07) 5465 2017 www.grubbclc.com.au
Cleaner Production Australia •   •    •      • 1-9 Vic (03) 9431 0730 
CNF & Associates    • •   •       1-9 NSW (02) 9816 1577 www.cnfa.com.au
Coffey Environments •  • • • •  • •  • • • • 200+ National (03) 9473 1400 www.coffey.com.au
Colliers International        •     • • 1-9 National (02) 4731 3755 www.colliers.com  
Connell Wagner •     •  • • • • • • • 200+ National (02) 9465 5599 www.conwag.com
Constructive Solutions     • • •  •     • • 1-9 NSW (02) 6762 1969 www.constructivesolutions.com.au
Cumminscorp Ltd    •    •       1-9 Qld (07) 5514 4000 www.cumminscorp.com.au
Dallywater Consulting •       •       1-9 WA (08) 9571 0332 www.dallywater.com.au
DHI Water & Environment Pty Ltd             •  10-49 NSW Qld WA (07) 5564 0916 www.dhigroup.com
Doug Small Environmental & Agricultural Consulting       •      • • 1-9 Vic (03) 5852 1748 -
DW Angell & Associates  •    • • •  • •    1-9 Qld (07) 4661 7989 -
E.A. Systems        • •    • • • 10-49 NSW Qld Vic (02) 6774 8333 www.easystems.com.au
Earth Systems Pty Ltd •   • • • • • •    • • 10-49 NSW Vic (03) 9205 9515 www.earthsystems.com.au
EC Sustainable Environment Consultants •  • •   • •       1-9 NSW SA Vic (02) 9922 3456 www.ecsustainable.com
Eco Carbons   • •   • • •   •   1-9 Qld (07) 5591 0351 www.ecocarbons.com
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Waste Markets

CHAPTER 

5

5.3 Estimated Market Value – 2007
In this section, an estimate is made of the value of the waste industry market in 2007. This 

estimate has been prepared using the latest available waste data (2004-05) and the current 

(2007) price data. This approach is similar to that used for the 2001 edition where 1999-2000 

waste data was used in the report along with 2001 market pricing data to estimate 2001 

market value.
Using the estimated waste fl ows for the activities described above, coupled with the data on 

service pricing, it is possible to derive an approximate current market value for each of the 

activities in the solid waste management value chain.

As a fi rst step, it is necessary to cast the waste fl ow data into the various value chain activities 

for each state. At Table 5-1, waste fl ows are presented for each jurisdiction allocated against 

collection and transport, processing and resource recovery, and landfi ll disposal. It should 

be noted in this table, that not all of the waste that is collected for transport will require 

consolidation and transfer for long haul; therefore the tonnes allocated to transfer and 

consolidation should not be added to the tonnes of collection and transport.

While Table 5-1 presents data for the jurisdictions, more detailed data for each jurisdiction, 

other than the ACT and NT, which are whole of Territory data, is presented in attachments for 

each of the six states.In the 2001 edition, it was estimated that the industry was processing 10.5 million tonnes of 

waste materials in lieu of discarding the material to landfi ll, approximately 36% of the waste 

generated. Data at Table 5-1 indicates that the amount of waste materials intercepted for 

processing has increased to approximately 17.5 million tonnes, representing 46% of the total 

waste generated. This increase in the amount of waste processing is on top of an increase in 

the total amount of waste generated between the 2001 report data and 2004-05.

To estimate the value of the activities on the tonnes set out at Table 5-1, the value contribution 

from the industry to the economy is taken to comprise the sum of the gate fee paid by waste 

generators, plus the value of products sold from resource recovery and processing activities.

The data for market value has been estimated for the whole of the country plus each of the 17 

regions for which waste data was presented earlier in this Chapter. At Table 5-2, the estimated 

market value for each jurisdiction is presented.Table 5-2 Estimated Market Value – Australia – 2007 ($million)

 

NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS ACT NT AUST 

Collection & Transport: 
        

 

- Municipal 

265 221 187 56 80 29 16 9 865 

 - C&I 

158 97 35 30 52 7 6 3 388 

- C&D 

121 100 32 30 39 4 6 3 334 

- Transfer & Consolidate 
20 17 14 4 8 2 1 1 66 

                          Total Transport 563 435 269 120 178 42 30 16 1,653 

Processing & Resource Recovery:         
 

- Mixed Waste 

18 - - - - - - - 18 

- Composting 

32 21 27 10 3 - - - 93 

- Shred & Mulch Organics 
25 60 93 40 19 1 14 - 250 

- C&D Sorting 

331 273 13 97 30 2 20 4 770 

 MRF Recyclables Sorting 
206 208 21 58 51 5 11 4 564 

                         Total Processing 612 562 154 205 103 7 45 8 1,695 

Landfi ll Disposal 
525 327 239 70 213 39 20 10 1,448 

Total Value 

1,701 1,324 662 395 494 88 94 39 4,797 

Total Waste Levies (excl from above) 212 50 - 24 25 - - - 310 
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Industry
 Dynamics and Future Value

CHAPTER 

7 Building on the material presented at Chapter 5 on the changes in waste fl ows between 

the 2001 report a
nd 2004-05, the following two tables show how the estimates for forward 

performance compare with earlier data on a total tonnage basis at Ta
ble 7-2 and on the basis 

of the kilograms per head of population at Ta
ble 7-3.

The prime data in the two tables is presented at Figures 7-1 and 7-2 respective
ly, p

resenting a 

picto
rial im

age of the respective
 changes and rates of ch

ange. It s
hould be noted when viewing 

these fi gures that the horizontal scale is not uniform, and accordingly th
e rates of ch

ange 

(gradients of the lines) are not simply co
mparable between the three snapshots in tim

e.

Table 7-2     C
hanges Waste Flows – 2000 to 2015 (mtpa)

 
 

2000 
2004-05 

2014-15 
Growth 

Growth

 

 

 

 

(00–05) 
(05–15) 

 

Millio
n Tonnes per annum  

 

 

 

Tonnes Generated 

28.4 

38.1 

48.9 

2.0 

1.1 

Tonnes Recovered 

10.5 

17.5 

34.1 

1.4 

1.7 

Tonnes Disposed 

17.9 

20.5 

14.8 

0.5 

-0.6 

60.0

50.0

40.0

30.0

20.0

10.0

0

Figure 7-1    W
aste Quantitie

s in Australia

2000 to 2015
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Table 7-3     C
hanges Waste Flows – 2000 to 2015 (Kg per Head pa)

 

2000 
2004-05 

2014-15 
Growth 

Growth

 

 

 

 

(00–05) 
(05–15) 

 
Kilograms per Head of Population per annum 

 

 

 

Kg Generated 

1,513 

1,918 

2213 

87 

26 

Kg Recovered 

559 

884 

1544 

68 

70 

Kg Disposed 

954 

1,034 

669 

19 

-37 

2500
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0

Figure 7-2    W
aste Quantitie

s in Australia

2000 to 2015
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CHAPTER 9
Major Waste Company Profi les

SITA ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS 

 

Overview of Company

Parent Company 

SITA Australia is owned by SembSITA Australia Pty Ltd, a 60-40

 

joint venture between the French based SITA International, part of

 

the SUEZ group, and SembCorp Waste Management of Singapore. 

 

SITA was formed in 1919 and is one of the worlds leading waste

 

management companies. SUEZ is a global infrastructure provider in

 

energy, water and waste employing over 160,000 people worldwide.   

Company Type 

Private Company. 

Key Activities 

Services include transport, waste collection and disposal, asses

 

ments and audits, consultancy, information and knowledge transfer.

 

All classes of solid, liquid and hazardous waste are managed.

Established 

Set up in 1984 as a subsidiary of US company Waste Management

 

Inc; purchased by SembSITA in 2000 and merged with the former

 

Australian assets of BFI. 

National Ranking 

Top 5. 

Estimated Revenue 

$350 m 

Employment Levels 

1000 

Geographical Spread 

Nationwide 

Alternative Waste Processing Leading provider of AWT in Australia. Sites include MBT-Bedminster

Technologies 

in Cairns and Port Stephens, BioWise composting in Perth and 

 

Sydney, three dirty MRF’s. and proposed MBT-SAWT in Sydney 

 
 

Business Mix & Market Positioning

 

Qld. NSW ACT Vic. Tas. S.A. W.A. N.T.

Collect & Transport: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

- Municipal Waste 

hi 
hi 

low 
hi 

low 
hi 

hi 
low 

- Kerbside Recyclables 
hi 

med low 
med low 

med med low 

- Commercial Waste 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

med hi 
hi 

med 

- C & I Recyclables 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

med hi 
hi 

med 

- Construction Waste 

low 
med med hi 

low 
low 

hi 
low 

- Liquid Waste 

med hi 
med med med med med med 

- Hazardous & Clinical Waste med med med med med med med med

Receive & Transfer:
- Putrescible Waste 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

low 
hi 

hi 
low 

- Non Putrescible Waste 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
low 

hi 
hi 

low

Receive & Sort (MRF):

- Kerbside Recyclables 
low 

low 
low 

low 
low 

low 
low 

low

- C & I Recyclables 

low 
hi 

med hi 
low 

hi 
med low 

- Construction Waste 

low 
med low 

med low 
low 

low 
low

Receive & Dispose:
- Putrescible Waste 

hi 
hi 

med hi 
med med hi 

med

- Non Putrescible Waste 
hi 

hi 
med hi 

med med hi 
med 

- Hazardous & Clinical Waste med med med med med med med med

Receive & Process:
- Streamed Organics 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi

- Streamed Recyclables 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi

- Mixed Waste 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

- Liquid Waste 

med med med med med med med med 
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TABLE 5-4      Waste Generation by State – 2004/2005

 Australia NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT 

 MSW C&I C&D MSW C&I C&D MSW C&I C&D MSW C&I C&D MSW C&I C&D MSW C&I C&D MSW C&I C&D MSW C&I C&D MSW C&I C&D

Waste Generated 10.772 12.556 15.042 3.181 4.819 5.118 2.563 2.915 4.817 2.215 1.111 1.409 1.184 1.973 2.078 0.833 1.134 1.595 0.437 0.276 0.210 0.228 0.228 0.304 0.130 0.100 0.150

Wastes Diverted for Recovery:

 - EPR Recovered Materials – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

- Mixed Residual Waste Processed 0.155 – – 0.155 – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

- Food & Garden Organics – 0.080 – – 0.080 – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

- Garden Organics 1.681 1.698 0.039 0.245 0.140 0.007 0.390 0.320 – 0.599 0.542 – 0.178 0.401 – 0.238 0.296 0.031 0.032 – – 0.113 0.060 – – – –

- Recycled Resources 2.014 4.273 7.535 0.638 1.615 3.139 0.584 1.575 2.423 0.197 0.022 0.128 0.184 0.452 0.452 0.151 0.576 1.103 0.050 0.012 0.018 0.060 0.080 0.243 0.030 0.020 0.050

- Avoided Wastes – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

Waste Disposed to Landfi ll 6.921 6.277 7.469 2.144 2.984 1.972 1.589 1.020 1.755 1.420 0.547 1.281 0.822 1.120 1.626 0.445 0.262 0.460 0.355 0.264 0.193 0.055 0.088 0.061 0.100 0.080 0.100

 Australia NSW Vic Qld WA SA Tas ACT NT 

Waste Generated 38.370 13.118 9.657 4.736 5.235 3.562 0.924 0.760 0.380

Wastes Diverted for Recovery:

 - EPR Recovered Materials – – – – – – – – –

- Mixed Residual Waste Processed 0.155 0.155 – – – – – – –

- Food & Garden Organics 0.080 0.080 – – – – – – –

- Garden Organics 3.418 0.392 0.709 1.140 0.579 0.565 0.032 0.173 –

- Recycled Resources 13.975 5.392 4.583 0.348 1.088 1.830 0.080 0.383 0.100

- Avoided Wastes – – – – – – – – –

Waste Disposed to Landfi ll 20.742 7.100 4.364 3.248 3.568 1.166 0.812 0.204 0.280

Notes:
EPR recovered materials represent resources recovered 
through defi ned Extended Producer Responsibility schemes.

Mixed residual wastes processed represent the feedstock 
sent to mixed waste treatment plants – ie. the total feedstock 
with no deductions for evaporation losses or residues 
disposed to landfi ll.

Food and garden organics represent source separated 
organic streams that include both food and garden organics.

Recycled resources represent traditional dry recyclables 
such as paper and containers, plus products recycled from 
processing of C&D waste streams

Avoided waste represents an estimate of the amount of 
waste that consumers avoid creating through defi ned waste 
avoidance schemes and initiatives implemented by the 
jurisdictions.

Rounding errors may appear if numbers in tables are added.

The symbol ‘–‘ means zero while 0.0 means less than 
100,000 tonnes.

All fi gures in millions of tonnes

TOTALS
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CHAPTER 

8

8.5 Employment in Industry Activities

Using the numerical models developed by WCS Market Intelligence for the 2006 Skills Audit 
combined with waste fl ow data for 2004-05, it is possible to generate estimates for the 
distribution of employment across the various activities undertaken by the industry. In the 
following Tables, the format for data presentation is maintained the same as that used to 
present industry market value and tonnes of material fl ows in Chapters 5 and 7.

At Table 8-9, estimates of employment levels for each of the main activities within each of the 
jurisdictions are presented for 2004-05, while at Table 8-10, the data represents estimates for 
employment levels estimated for 2014-15. At Table 8-11, the growth projections in employment 
demand for each industry activity area and each jurisdiction are presented.

Table 8-9 Estimated Employment Distributions – Australia – 2004-05

 NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS ACT NT AUST 
Collection & Transport:          

- Municipal 2,818  2,477  1,729  708  904  287  76  292  9,291  

- C&I 263  152  67  59  102  16  10  5  673  

- C&D 292  227  78  74  105  13  14  7  810  

- Transfer & Consolidate 185  133  130  40  73  15  14  8  599  

                 Total Transport 3,559  2,990  2,004  880  1,183  332  114  311  11,374 

Processing & Resource Recovery:         

- Mixed Waste 40  0  0  0  63  0  0  0  103 

- Composting 109  71  95  41  217  0  0  0  532  

- Shred & Mulch Organics 47  105  176  83  13  1  32  0  457  

- C&D Sorting 580  479  24  204  30  3  45  9  1,373  

- MRF Recyclables Sorting 1,924  1,405  149  545  473  64  71  25  4,656  

                Total Processing 2,698  2,060  443  874  796  68  147  34  7,121  

Landfi ll Disposal 505  308  239  78  221  55  13  14  1,434  

Total Employment 6,763  5,357  2,686  1,832  2,201  456  274  360  19,929  

Table 8-10 Estimated Employment Distributions – Australia – 2014-15

 NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS ACT NT AUST 
Collection & Transport:          

- Municipal 3,298  2,605  1,829  666  1,075  307  96  292  10,168  

 - C&I 375  185  86  73  139  16  14  5  892  

 - C&D 369  267  111  92  141  13  19  8  1,019  

 - Transfer & Consolidate 167  118  133  37  74  12  14  9  565  

                Total Transport 4,209  3,176  2,158  868  1,429  350  143  313  12,645 

Processing & Resource Recovery:         

 - Mixed Waste 223  63  97  12  55  0  24  0  473  

 - Composting 751  527  550  108  907  45  12  11  2,911  

 - Shred & Mulch Organics 59  69  37  111  147  6  40  4  473  

 - C&D Sorting 768  749  29  301  139  19  69  15  2,088  

 - MRF Recyclables Sorting 2,997  1,791  574  701  743  137  111  33  7,086  

               Total Processing 4,797  3,198  1,287  1,233  1,991  207  256  63  13,031 

Landfi ll Disposal 375  191  220  49  148  40  6  12  1,040  

Total Employment 9,381  6,564  3,665  2,150  3,567  596  405  388  26,717  

Blue Book.indd   85 14/12/07   5:15:10 PM“  “This Industry and Market Report is essential reading and a key reference for all 
involved in waste management and resource recovery be they practitioner, operator, 
regulator, consultant, academic, investor, or supplier…

… strategic information on sectors in the industry and will equip readers with 
insights and ideas which they can use as inputs to corporate decisions. The report 
analyses market moves, and estimates of outcomes, based on a fundamental 
knowledge of the industry from the principals of Wright Corporate Strategy.

– Dr David Garman, Executive Director, Environmental Biotechnology CRC



The Australian Waste Industry and Market Report was first published in 2001 by Wright Corporate Strategy.  
This timely 114 page revision significantly updates the first edition.  

It is the only thorough review and analysis of the market and industry conditions affecting waste management in 
Australia written by waste management professionals. This report is a comprehensive survey of the state of play 
in waste management.
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Few industry sectors can claim the stability and long term growth patterns that characterise the waste management 
industry. But the waste industry is in transition – from its relatively simple role of carting and dumping waste to 
protect public health – to a more sophisticated rationale based on logistics efficiency, pollution prevention and the 
conservation of resources.

Three related pressures have coincided to compel new ways of managing waste: consumption has outstripped 
population growth, forcing communities to seek better ways of curbing rising waste generation or, at least, capturing 
benefit from discarded materials; multiple environment and social pressures surround traditional ways of waste 
disposal; and innovative technologies and practices are emerging to enable some waste resources to be treated for 
beneficial use.

The report examines the waste industry in detail and describes the complexity of the way waste is managed in 
Australia. It demonstrates how the three emerging pressures are acting in concert to force a new way of managing 
waste. And it shows how these and other influences are leading to new opportunities and presenting complex new 
challenges for the waste management industry.
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Waste Markets

CHAPTER 

5

5.3 Estimated Market Value – 2007
In this section, an estimate is made of the value of the waste industry market in 2007. This 

estimate has been prepared using the latest available waste data (2004-05) and the current 

(2007) price data. This approach is similar to that used for the 2001 edition where 1999-2000 

waste data was used in the report along with 2001 market pricing data to estimate 2001 

market value.
Using the estimated waste fl ows for the activities described above, coupled with the data on 

service pricing, it is possible to derive an approximate current market value for each of the 

activities in the solid waste management value chain.

As a fi rst step, it is necessary to cast the waste fl ow data into the various value chain activities 

for each state. At Table 5-1, waste fl ows are presented for each jurisdiction allocated against 

collection and transport, processing and resource recovery, and landfi ll disposal. It should 

be noted in this table, that not all of the waste that is collected for transport will require 

consolidation and transfer for long haul; therefore the tonnes allocated to transfer and 

consolidation should not be added to the tonnes of collection and transport.

While Table 5-1 presents data for the jurisdictions, more detailed data for each jurisdiction, 

other than the ACT and NT, which are whole of Territory data, is presented in attachments for 

each of the six states.In the 2001 edition, it was estimated that the industry was processing 10.5 million tonnes of 

waste materials in lieu of discarding the material to landfi ll, approximately 36% of the waste 

generated. Data at Table 5-1 indicates that the amount of waste materials intercepted for 

processing has increased to approximately 17.5 million tonnes, representing 46% of the total 

waste generated. This increase in the amount of waste processing is on top of an increase in 

the total amount of waste generated between the 2001 report data and 2004-05.

To estimate the value of the activities on the tonnes set out at Table 5-1, the value contribution 

from the industry to the economy is taken to comprise the sum of the gate fee paid by waste 

generators, plus the value of products sold from resource recovery and processing activities.

The data for market value has been estimated for the whole of the country plus each of the 17 

regions for which waste data was presented earlier in this Chapter. At Table 5-2, the estimated 

market value for each jurisdiction is presented.Table 5-2 Estimated Market Value – Australia – 2007 ($million)

 

NSW VIC QLD SA WA TAS ACT NT AUST 

Collection & Transport: 
        

 

- Municipal 

265 221 187 56 80 29 16 9 865 

 - C&I 

158 97 35 30 52 7 6 3 388 

- C&D 

121 100 32 30 39 4 6 3 334 

- Transfer & Consolidate 
20 17 14 4 8 2 1 1 66 

                          Total Transport 563 435 269 120 178 42 30 16 1,653 

Processing & Resource Recovery:         
 

- Mixed Waste 

18 - - - - - - - 18 

- Composting 

32 21 27 10 3 - - - 93 

- Shred & Mulch Organics 
25 60 93 40 19 1 14 - 250 

- C&D Sorting 

331 273 13 97 30 2 20 4 770 

 MRF Recyclables Sorting 
206 208 21 58 51 5 11 4 564 

                         Total Processing 612 562 154 205 103 7 45 8 1,695 

Landfi ll Disposal 
525 327 239 70 213 39 20 10 1,448 

Total Value 

1,701 1,324 662 395 494 88 94 39 4,797 

Total Waste Levies (excl from above) 212 50 - 24 25 - - - 310 
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CHAPTER 9
Major Waste Company Profi les

SITA ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS 

 

Overview of Company

Parent Company 

SITA Australia is owned by SembSITA Australia Pty Ltd, a 60-40

 

joint venture between the French based SITA International, part of

 

the SUEZ group, and SembCorp Waste Management of Singapore. 

 

SITA was formed in 1919 and is one of the worlds leading waste

 

management companies. SUEZ is a global infrastructure provider in

 

energy, water and waste employing over 160,000 people worldwide.   

Company Type 

Private Company. 

Key Activities 

Services include transport, waste collection and disposal, asses

 

ments and audits, consultancy, information and knowledge transfer.

 

All classes of solid, liquid and hazardous waste are managed.

Established 

Set up in 1984 as a subsidiary of US company Waste Management

 

Inc; purchased by SembSITA in 2000 and merged with the former

 

Australian assets of BFI. 

National Ranking 

Top 5. 

Estimated Revenue 

$350 m 

Employment Levels 

1000 

Geographical Spread 

Nationwide 

Alternative Waste Processing Leading provider of AWT in Australia. Sites include MBT-Bedminster

Technologies 

in Cairns and Port Stephens, BioWise composting in Perth and 

 

Sydney, three dirty MRF’s. and proposed MBT-SAWT in Sydney 

 
 

Business Mix & Market Positioning

 

Qld. NSW ACT Vic. Tas. S.A. W.A. N.T.

Collect & Transport: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

- Municipal Waste 

hi 
hi 

low 
hi 

low 
hi 

hi 
low 

- Kerbside Recyclables 
hi 

med low 
med low 

med med low 

- Commercial Waste 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

med hi 
hi 

med 

- C & I Recyclables 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

med hi 
hi 

med 

- Construction Waste 

low 
med med hi 

low 
low 

hi 
low 

- Liquid Waste 

med hi 
med med med med med med 

- Hazardous & Clinical Waste med med med med med med med med

Receive & Transfer:
- Putrescible Waste 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

low 
hi 

hi 
low 

- Non Putrescible Waste 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
low 

hi 
hi 

low

Receive & Sort (MRF):

- Kerbside Recyclables 
low 

low 
low 

low 
low 

low 
low 

low

- C & I Recyclables 

low 
hi 

med hi 
low 

hi 
med low 

- Construction Waste 

low 
med low 

med low 
low 

low 
low

Receive & Dispose:
- Putrescible Waste 

hi 
hi 

med hi 
med med hi 

med

- Non Putrescible Waste 
hi 

hi 
med hi 

med med hi 
med 

- Hazardous & Clinical Waste med med med med med med med med

Receive & Process:
- Streamed Organics 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi

- Streamed Recyclables 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi

- Mixed Waste 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

hi 
hi 

- Liquid Waste 

med med med med med med med med 
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